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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
01/11/2007 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, filed 1/1 1/2007, with respect to claims 1-21 , have been 
fully considered and are persuasive. The 35 USC 102 and 1 12 rejections of claims 1-21 
have been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of 
rejection for claims 19-21 is made in view of US Pat. Pub. No. 2004/0243991 to 
Gustafson et al. (Gustafson). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by (Gustafson) 
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Gustafson discloses a method of dynamically maintaining configuration 
information of a replaceable electronic module (Figs. 2A and2B show maintaining 
software^irmware of mobile liandset), comprising: storing configuration information in a 
persistent memory on the replaceable electronic module (Fig. 1, element 111), wherein 
the stored configuration infonnation corresponds to an initial function assigned to the 
replaceable electronic module (Fig. 1, element 115 is the firmware, element 125 
contains software for the mobile handset, both being configuration information); 
detecting when the replaceable electronic module is assigned a different function (Fig. 
1, element 113 is the update agent which detects if there is a new/different function 
which equates to a new version of firmware/software, Fig. 2A, element 211); sending 
previously stored configuration information to the replaceable electronic module (Fig. 1, 
update package is previously stored elsewhere, not on the handset, and downloaded to 
the handset), wherein the previously stored configuration information corresponds to the 
assigned different function (the update package has the new firmware/software); and 
storing the configuration information sent to the replaceable electronic module in the^ 
persistent memory on the replaceable electronic module (new firmware/software is 
downloaded to the non-volatile memory), wherein the stored configuration information 
sent to the replaceable electronic module replaces at least a portion of the stored 
configuration information corresponding to the initial function (Fig. 2A, new updated 
firmware/software is used), and wherein the configuration infonnation enables the 
replaceable electronic module to utilize a previously unenabled hardware capability of 
the replaceable electronic module or enables previously unenabled software to be 
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executed by the replaceable electronic module (new software/firmware allows use of 
new features or previously unabled features because of programming bugs). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth In this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. . 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

7. Claims 20 and 21 are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gustafson in view of Hawkins et al. (Hawkins). 

Gustafson discloses claim 19. Gustafson further discloses interfacing a mobile 
handset to a management server, which intrinsically has a disk drive, that- has the new 
firmware/software updates to be executed on the mobile handset. 

Gustafson does not disclose expressly part of the configuration information is 
used to enable connection to the hard drive on server. 

Hawkins discloses software is required to establish communicate between a 
handheld device and a server (Fig. 4), due to the need to establish a communication 
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protocol and standard interfaces between the mobile handset and server, as well as 
synchronization of information between the mobile handset and server. 

Gustafson and Hawkins are analogous art because they are from the same field 
of endeavor in updating information between a handheld device and a server computer. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to download configuration for connection to a disk drive and execution of 
software on the disk drive. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been communication 
protocols are frequently updated based on new version release to handle bugs, fixes, or 
overall improvements in the protocol. Hard disk drives may also be replaced with a 
new drive, which may require updating handheld interfacing software. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 1-1 8 are allowed. 

9. Per claims 9-16 are allowed based on reasons stated in the previous office 
action. 

10. Per claims 1-8,17 and 18, the following is the statement of reasons for the 
indication of allowable subject matter: The prior art disclosed by the applicant and cited 
by the Examiner fail to teach or suggest, alone or in combination, a// the limitations of 
the independent claim(s) (claims 1 and 17), particularly a method of automatically 
maintaining configuration information of a replaceable electronic module with the step of 
storing at least some of a first configuration information received from the replaceable 
electronic module in a persistent memory not on the replaceable electronic module 
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(claims 1-8); a method upgrading a replaceable electronic module with the step of 
storing a modified configuration infomiation in a persistent memory located off the 
replaceable electronic module (claims 17 and 18). 



1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alan S. Chen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4143. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim N. Huynh can be reached on 571-272-4147. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1 000. 
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